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 LLANGOLLAN: AUTUMN TOUR OCTOBER 2019 

Friday 11th October and 14 cars set out to travel to Llangollen and the Wild Pheasant Hotel 

for the weekend. Unfortunately, for Nigel and Alison, Mildred the Minor was very sick 

requiring a new engine so they ended up picking up Janet in their Ford Kuga. Actually due to 

the pouring rain that day, the Kuga fared much better than Mildred would have done. 

 

Everyone arrived safely and began planning their trips for the weekend. There were various 

places to visit and roads to drive. 

One place that everyone appeared to visit over the weekend was the Pontcysyllte viaduct 

over the river Dee which is 124 feet above the river.
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Some of us walked over the viaduct, some chickened out but even Marmaduke braved the 

weather and the height. 

 

The weather was kind to us on the Friday morning and the rain held off whilst we walked 

across the viaduct watching various groups on hired narrow boats. One group who we 

overtook at one stage were a group of 5 men who had hired the narrow boat for the 

weekend. They were on their way to stock up on beer for the rest of the weekend and 

needless to say they did have problems with steerage! 

 



Once our walk was over we then headed off to the cafe where we all had a hot drink and 

some of us even had welsh cakes and needless to say Marmaduke was very keen to get up 

close and personal with the cakes.  

 

Once we were refreshed we set off to travel the road to horseshoe pass and swallow falls. 

Whilst it would have been good to have been in the Morris Minor, the Kuga was much more 

comfortable with better heating and windscreen wipers! 

 

Once we had found somewhere to park, in the mud, Swallow Falls were spectacular and we 

all thought it was worth the £2.00 to go down 135 steps to the very bottom for a photo. 

It was a great day with some spectacular scenery and due to the heavy rain over the last few 

days the water fall was a great experience and we were all in awe of the river Dee. 

Then it was back to the hotel for a good meal a few drinks and for everyone to get to know 

those who they may not see regularly at a club meeting. 

Sunday, another day and unfortunately Marmaduke became unwell during Saturday and 

remained tucked up in bed for the day whilst some of us decided to try the Llangollen 

railway. 



 

Although it was damp and wet there were some great views of the river Dee to be seen from 

the railway carriage. It brought back many memories for all of us of when we were children 

and on going through a tunnel someone had left the window open so it resembled a thick 

smog of 60ôs and 70ôs not to mention the smell. It was great to see many members of the 

public braving the weather to enjoy a steam railway trip. We even witnessed from the railway 

bridge a number of canoeists braving some rapids!!   

 

We had a great train journey, lots of laughs and plenty of coffee. We entered the raffle but 

failed to get anyone on the footplate for the journey back.  

 

 



In the afternoon some of us visited Plas Newydd House, Erddig Hall and Chirk Castle. 

Plas Newydd House was where 2 ladies lived together which was a talking point in the 

1800ôs and those who visited Chirk Castles managed to get locked in. I wonôt mention their 

names but they know who they are!!!!. 

 

 

 

 

 

Iôm sad to say that Marmaduke has had to be retired due to ill health so we now have son of 

Marmaduke who will be accompanying us on all future trips. He is looking forward to future 

trips and Marmaduke is looking forward to a well earned rest after the last 20 odd years 

travelling in Europe and the UK sometimes in the boot. 

This was a great trip enjoyed by all, hereôs to the next one. 


